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5 tips for successful Family Home Evenings

1. Pray. Pray about the needs of your family as you consider topics for home evenings, 
and pray as you prepare.

2. Prioritize. Make Family Home Evening a priority; learn to say no to other activities. 

3. Involvement. Involve everyone in the family; help little children take part.

4. Commitment. Be committed and be consistent. Set a designated time and stick to it.
Holding Family Home Evening on a weekly basis takes dedication and planning on the part
of all family members.

5. Relax and enjoy it. The most important thing your children will remember is the spirit they
feel in your family home evenings and activities. Be sure the atmosphere is one of love,
understanding, and enjoyment.



Selflessness
Conference Talk:
For more information on this topic read “Unselfish Service,” by Dallin H. Oaks, Ensign, May
2009, 93–96.

Thought:
[There is an] eternal principle that we are happier and more fulfilled when we act and serve for
what we give, not for what we get.
(Dallin H. Oaks, “Unselfish Service,” Ensign, May 2009, 93–96.)

Song:
“Shine On,” Children’s Songbook, p. 144.

Scripture:
Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose
his life for my sake shall find it.
(Matthew 16:24–25)

Lesson:
Tell your family they are going to do an activity called “It’s New To Me.” Divide your family

into pairs. Have them silently read D&C 56:14–20 and find something they didn’t know before.
Have each pair tell each other what was “new” to them. Then ask each person to share what his or
her partner said with the rest of the family. After everyone has finished, ask:

• What does it mean to “counsel in your own ways”? (To do what you want rather than what
God has commanded.)

• Why do we sometimes do what we want rather than what God wants?
• Why does the Lord chasten the rich in verse 16?
• What is a “canker sore” and how does it feel?
• How can riches cause spiritual “canker sores” on our souls? (Verse 16.)
• Why do you think some rich people refuse to help the poor?
• What are some reasons the Lord chastens the poor in verse 17?
• Why do people steal?

• What does verse 18 say the poor need to do to receive the Lord’s blessings?
• What are ways we as a family can help those in need? (Fast offerings, humanitarian

aid, Perpetual Education Fund, local charities.)



Read the story below and ask your family:
• How was Joseph Smith an example of what is taught in D&C 56:14–20?
• What did you learn from this story?

(Dennis H. Leavitt and Richard O. Christensen, Scripture Study for Latter-day Saint Families: The Doctrine and Covenants,
[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book, 2004], p. 116.)

Story:
Andrew Workman, an acquaintance of Joseph Smith, shared the following story:
“I was at Joseph’s house; he was there, and several men were sitting on the fence. Joseph came out

and spoke to us all. Pretty soon a man came up and said that a poor brother who lived out some
distance from town had had his house burned down the night before. Nearly all of the men said they
felt sorry for the man. Joseph put his hand in his pocket, took out five dollars and said, ‘I feel sorry for
this brother to the amount of five dollars; how much do you all feel sorry?’ ” 
(Jack M. Lyon, Linda Ririe Gundry, and Jay A. Parry, eds., Best-Loved Stories of the LDS People, [Salt Lake City: Deseret
Book, 1997], 405–6.)

Activity:
Have each member of the family write on a piece of paper some act of kindness he may perform

for someone else and sign his name. Put the papers in a box and pass the box around the family as
music plays. When the music stops the person holding the box takes a paper from the box. He will then
receive the kindness written on the paper.
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Refreshment
Split Seconds

2/3 cup sugar
3/4 cup butter, softened
2 teaspoons vanilla
1 cups flour
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 cup your favorite jam

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a large bowl, beat sugar and butter until light and fluffy. Add
vanilla and egg; beat well. Lightly spoon flour into measuring cup and level off. Stir in flour and
baking powder; blend well. On lightly floured surface, divide dough into 4 equal parts. Shape each into
a roll 12 inches long and 3/4 inch wide. Place on ungreased baking sheet. Using the handle of a
wooden spoon or your finger, make a depression lengthwise down the center of each roll about 1/2
inch wide and 1/4 inch deep. Fill each with 2 tablespoons jam. Bake for 15-20 minutes or until golden
brown. Cool slightly. Cut diagonally into bars.

(Hollee Eckman and Heather Higgins, All That Jam, [Salt Lake City: Shadow Mountain, 2003], p. 57.)


